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 MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 
Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m. 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on topics not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Minutes:  October 26th, November 2nd  
c. Amendment 8 to Oregon Health Authority Intergovernmental Agreement 

#169524 for the Financing of Public Health Services 
5. Business Items 

a. Resolution R-2022-24:  Approving the Morrow County Credit Card Use Policy 
(Kevin Ince, Finance Director)  

b. Amended Contract with Ducote Consulting for Grant Writing and Environmental 
Services (Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director) 

c. Payday Policy Change (Lindsay Grogan, Human Resources Director) 
d. Access Agreement with the Department of Environmental Quality, Former Ione 

Gas Station (Commissioner Lindsay) 
e. Membership Dues Invoice from NOWA (Northeast Oregon Water Association)  

6. Old Business 
a. Continuing Discussion on County-Owned Cistern  

7. Department Reports 
a. Surveyor’s Quarterly Report (Matt Kenny, Contracted Surveyor) 
b. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott) 
c. Treasurer Monthly Report (Jaylene Papineau, Treasurer) 

8. Commissioner Liaison Reports 
9. Correspondence 
10. Commissioner Reports 
11. Signing of documents 
12. Adjournment 
 

Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the  
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about  
items listed on the agenda, please contact Chair Jim Doherty at (541) 571-0584. 
 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  Password:  97836  Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only Using Meeting ID 541-676-2546#: 

• 1-346-248-7799 
• 1-669-900-6833  
• 1-312-626-6799 

• 1-929-436-2866 
• 1-253-215-8782 
• 1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546
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MEMORANDUM 
To:  Morrow County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director 
CC:  Planning Commission 
BOC Date: November 9, 2022 
RE:  Monthly Planning Update 
 
   
Mission Statement 
Morrow County Planning Department provides guidance and support to citizens for short term and 
long-range planning in land use, to sustain and improve the county’s lands for future generations. 
Our goal is to foster development where people can live, work & play.  

Planning Permits 
September   October 

Zoning Permits    13    12 
Land Use Compatibility Reviews 3    4 
Land Partitions    0    2 
Land Use Decisions   0    0 
Rural Addresses   2    4 
Property Lines Adjustments  0    2 
Replat     0    1 
Other     1    1 
 
Planning Commission Update 
Recruitment is open for three positions on the Planning Commission, one to fill a position representing 
the Heppner area, one position for a person who lives in the Irrigon area and another for a person 
who lives in the Ione area.  Please submit a letter of interest to the Planning Department.  Anyone 
interested serving on the Planning Commission is encouraged to contact Tamra Mabbott, Planning 
Director, at (541) 922-4624 or any staff member at the Planning Department.  
 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Staff are actively involved in the update of the NHMP, in particular with GIS mapping, coordinating 
with public agencies and identifying projects that might qualify for resiliency funding such as 
floodplain mapping or projects.  
 
Related to natural hazards planning, this summer the Oregon Department of Forestry published 
fire risk maps as required by Senate Bill 762 (2021).  In response to a large number of landowners 
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who raised concerns about the maps, DOF withdrew the maps and will be revising and re-
publishing in Fall 2023.  
The Oregon Department of Land Conservation & Development completed the “Wildfire Adapted 
Communities Recommendations Report” September 30, 2022. The report includes 
recommendations for reducing wildfire risk.  A copy is available here:  
https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/NH/Pages/Wildfire-Adapted-Communities.aspx 
 
The 2019 Morrow County Wildfire Protection Plan is available here: 
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/community-wildfire-protection-plan-cwpp 
 
Drone Technology   Stephen Wrecsics, GIS Planner and Drone pilot (FAA Part 107 Small 
Unmanned Aerial System license) is honing his pilot skills.  Planning staff recently met the County 
Counsel and Undersheriff Brian Snyder to learn more about legal guidelines and protocol for using 
the drone to take photos.   
 
Energy Projects 
Staff held multiple meetings with applicants and state agencies to review renewable energy 
applications.  List of pending and approved projects can be found here: 
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/renewable-energy-1 
 
Planning Director participated in the Oregon Energy Siting Policy Conversation, a statewide work 
group.  The meetings have drawn to a close but may resume in 2023.  Information shared during 
the meetings may be forwarded to Oregon Legislature either as a Legislative Concept or for 
background for lawmakers.    
 
Morrow County Heritage Trail 
Stephanie Case is leading efforts, together with a grant writing consultant, to work on several 
grant applications related to the Heritage Trail.   Irrigon High School student Caren Cardenas, 
student intern for the 2022-23 school year is working on an inventory of the Interpretive Panels.  
(Last year Irrigon High School Student Intern put together a similar report of directional signs.)  
Stephanie and Caren recently uncovered electronic files of the existing interpretive panels.  People 
interested in the Interpretive Panels and would like to share ideas please contact Stephanie at 
scase@co.morrow.or.us or (541) 922-4624. 
 
Willow Creek Valley 
Work with Brian Points Consulting for the Goal 9 Economic Development Update for the three 
Willow Creek Valley Cities continues.  The first deliverable, the Work Plan and Outreach Plan is 
attached. The final Housing Implementation Plan (HIP) is nearly complete and will be shared next 
month.   
 
WATER  
Responses to the Request for Proposals (RFP) to recruit a water coordinator close November 7, 
2022.   A committee was formed to evaluate the proposals and make a recommendation to the 
Board of Commissioners.  An Intent to Award is scheduled for November 23rd.  The consultant will 
provide a variety of technical, legal, regulatory and policy guidance on water quality and quantity 
matters effecting Morrow County.  

https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/NH/Pages/Wildfire-Adapted-Communities.aspx
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/community-wildfire-protection-plan-cwpp
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/renewable-energy-1
mailto:scase@co.morrow.or.us
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Planning staff continue involvement in the newly appointed and organized Lower Umatilla Basin 
Groundwater Management Area (LUBGWMA) Committee which is co-chaired by Commissioner 
Lindsay and Umatilla County Commissioner Dan Doran.   Planners from Umatilla and Morrow 
County are collaborating with state agencies to develop consistent and accurate data and GIS 
information about the LUBGWMA. 
 
Access to Transportation 
Transit Manager and Planning Director and continue work with Eastern Oregon University’s Rural 
Economic Vitality (REV) Program and Euvalcree to gain better input on access to transit and 
transportation.  The work is funded by a Rural Transit Equity grant from Department of Land 
Conservation & Development (DLCD) with the intent to help traditionally underserved 
communities in rural areas.  Euvalcree will begin direction outreach with residents this month.  
The information will help refine transit services, transportation planning in general and to better 
understand potential use of the Morrow County Heritage Trail and a potential bike/pedestrian 
trail system connecting Irrigon and Boardman.  
 
Oregon Chapter of the American Planning Association (OAPA) 
This year the annual OAPA conference was held in Pendleton which provided a great opportunity 
to focus on rural planning.  Planning Director was co-chair of the conference with the them Let ‘er 
Plan!  Stephanie Case, Planner II attended, as did County Planning Commission Member Mary 
Killion.   
 
OTHER 
All staff attended the Irrigon Chamber luncheon in October.  This was the first in-person chamber 
meeting in several years.  It was a terrific opportunity to meet business and civic members, share 
the work of the Planning Department generally and invite residents to be involved in the Heritage 
Trail planning work.  
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Halloween   Third Place in the door decorating Contest!   

 



Points Consulting 

PO Box 8487 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

208-596-5809 

points-consulting.com 

 

 

 

 

Morrow County 

Goal 9 Work Plan & 

Inclusive Outreach 

Plan 



 

 

 

 

I. Project Launch 
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II. Timeline 
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III. List of Sources 
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IV. Inclusive Outreach 
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