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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 
See Zoom Meeting Info on Page 2 

AMENDED 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m.  
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on issues not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not already on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Appointment Request to the Special Transportation Fund Advisory Committee 

5. Business Items  
a. Oregon State University/Morrow County Extension Update (Anna Browne, 

4-H/Juntos Latino Outreach; Julie Baker, Administrative Office Manager; Nicole 
Strong, Regional Director) 

b. Building Codes Program Operating Plan Update & Renewal of County Building 
Program with the State of Oregon (Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director) 

c. Wheatridge Strategic Investment Program Agreement – Funding to Morrow 
County School District 

d. Update on letter to Wheatridge Wind Energy, LLC, regarding non-functioning 
aircraft detecting lighting systems on wind turbines (Mike Gorman, Assessor/Tax 
Collector) 

e. New Employee Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Requests (Darrell Green, 
Administrator) 

f. Request to Reopen Employee FTE/Large Budget Item Requests (Justin Nelson, 
District Attorney) 

g. Order No. OR-2022-1:  Adopting a Fee Schedule  
h. Command Team Update 

6. Department Reports 
a. Road Department Monthly Report (Eric Imes) 
b. Clerk’s Quarterly Report (Bobbi Childers) 
c. Human Resources Quarterly Report  
d. Surveyor’s Quarterly Report (Matt Kenny, Contracted Surveyor) 
e. Public Health Quarterly Report (Nazario Rivera) 
f. Weed Department Quarterly Report – Written Only 

7. Correspondence 
8. Commissioner Reports  
9. Signing of documents 
10. Adjournment 

 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the 
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about 
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, Administrator at (541) 676-2529. 

 
Zoom Meeting Information 

 
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only: 

• 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-669-900-6833, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-929-436-2866, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-253-215-8782, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-301-715-8592, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 

 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546












HIGHLIGHTS
2021

Morrow County 4-H Latino Outreach/Open Campus



Career Connect Conference-Apr 2021

• https://www.careerconnectday.com/
• 200 virtual participants from schools
In Morrow, Umatilla, Grant, and Gilliam 
Counties
• Virtual job fair open to the public
• Motivational Keynote Speaker: Coach D
• Presentations from 9 regional colleges
• 20 featured employers

https://www.careerconnectday.com/


SciFridays with the SAGE Center

• 3 Friday science sessions focusing on regional ag including; water, 
electricity, and pollinators

• 67 participants





OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 4



Nuts, Bolts, and Thingamajigs Camp



Summer School Program-Umatilla
--43 Students
-Summer STEAM Program
-National 4-H Council Grant-Pollinator 
Program $11,500



Morrow County Fair

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 7



Summer Intern-Joe O’Brien



DIVE 4AG Grant work

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 9



Professional Development

• Extension Leadership Development for Executives Program
• Engaged Scholarship Consortium National Committee
• ESP Conference in Savannah, GA
• National 4-H Youth Development Professionals Conference in 

Memphis, TN
• NAE4-HYDP Achievement In Service Award
• ESP Early Career Service Award

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 10
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P.O. Box 788 

Heppner, Oregon 97836 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
OAR 918-020-0080 Delegation of the Building Inspection Program 
 
The state Building Codes Division and every municipality that administers and enforces a 
building inspection program or desires to assume responsibility to administer and enforce a 
building inspection program shall prepare an operating plan that describes the manner in which 
the municipality or the division will do so.  The operating plan shall establish specific goals, 
consistent with the program standards described in OAR 918-020-0090. 
 
This Operating Plan was developed to comply with the above administrative rule.  The Plan is on 
file with the State of Oregon Building Codes Division (BCD), and is available to the public upon 
request.  
 
This Plan reflects the standards, policies, procedures and services administered through Morrow 
County Building Department.  The Plan will be updated as necessary to reflect changes in 
service, service areas, and administrative responsibilities. 
 
Any questions related to this Plan should be directed to: 
 

Glenn McIntire, Building Official 
200 City Center Circle 
P.O. Box 229 
Boardman, Oregon 97818 
Email:  mcintireg@cityofboardman.com 
 
Phone: (541) 481-9252 
FAX: (541) 481-3244 
Internet:  cityofboardman.com
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918-020-0090  PROGRAM STANDARDS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS 
 
Funds and Equipment 
Morrow County operates through a dedicated fund.  All plan review and permit revenues are 
deposited in this fund and all department expenditures are from this fund.  A separate accounting 
is made for revenues from each of the program areas.   
 
Morrow County has committed to building and maintaining a reserve of its annual operating 
budget during those periods of strong construction activity.  This reserve is for the purpose of 
maintaining acceptable staffing levels to complete projects during times of temporary reductions 
in revenue.  Fee increases will be proposed as necessary to maintain this reserve account. 
 
All fees charged by the department have been adopted in a public hearing and by Ordinance by 
the Morrow County Board of Commissioners. 
 
Staff Authority and the Responsibilities of the Building Official 
Building Official: 
Morrow County Code of Ordinances Title 10 Buildings and Construction, also known as the 
“Building Permit Inspection Ordinance” adopts by reference the Oregon State Building Code 
and establishes authority for County to contract for inspection services.   
 

10.04.070 Power to contract for inspection services.  The chapter empowers the County to 
contract with an independent organization to provide Morrow County with inspection 
services on permit applications for building, sanitation, structural, electrical, heating and 
ventilating, and plumbing projects.  In the event a contract has been executed, it shall 
remain in full force and effect, and the ordinance codified in the chapter shall be deemed a 
ratification of the contract. 

 
Morrow County has duly entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with City of 
Boardman to Provide Building Inspection Services.  The IGA is attached and made a part hereof. 
 
Plan Examiners: 
As per Oregon Administrative Rule, Chapter 918, Plan Examiners review plans for compliance 
with the State of Oregon Building Code at the level for which the Plan Examiner is certified by 
the State of Oregon. 

 
Inspectors: 
As per Oregon Administrative Rule, Chapter 918, Inspectors conduct plan reviews and 
inspections of work covered by the specialty codes and to the level they are certified by the State 
of Oregon.  

 
Detailed job descriptions for all staff members are available upon request. 
 
Local Appeals Process 
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The Building Official reviews any appeal of a Plans Examiner’s or Inspector’s decision.  The 
appeal may be verbal or in writing.  There is no cost for this initial appeal.  A decision is 
generally rendered within 24 hours of the request. 
 
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Building Official made pursuant to the various 
specialty codes may appeal directly to the state agency responsible, as outlined in the Morrow 
County Code Title 10.  An appeal shall be in writing, and in accordance with provisions of ORS 
455.475, and shall describe the basis for the appeal, and shall first be filed with the Building 
Official. 
 
Accounting 
All revenues collected are deposited in the building inspection department’s dedicated fund.  
These revenues are tracked by program area and monthly and yearly reports are available upon 
request. 
 
Administrative costs are assessed at the same rate as for all other County departments, and 
generally expressed as a percentage of our total budget. 
 
Records Retention and Retrieval 
All County records are retained at least for the minimum time outlined by the Oregon State 
Archivist. 
 
Availability of Operating Plan 
A copy of the Morrow County Operating Plan is available to any interested party upon request. 
A copy can also be supplied in electronic format if desired.  A copy of the Operating Plan is also 
posted on the Morrow County website.  
 
Public Comment/Complaint Process 
Public comments or complaints may be submitted verbally (in-person or via telephone) or in 
writing (via fax, mail, email or personal delivery).  Comments or complaints related to code 
provisions will be processed by the most appropriate staff member.  If the comment or complaint 
becomes an appeal, procedures outlined above will be followed.   
 
Comments or complaints related to employee behavior will be processed by his or her supervisor 
as in accordance with Morrow County Personnel Rules, Union Contract, and/or Department 
Policies and Procedures. 
   
Public Inquiry Process 
Telephones and emails are answered by administrative staff between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
Inspection requests are accepted via email or fax 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
The Morrow County Building Inspection Office phone number is (541) 481-9252; fax number is 
(541) 481-3244.  Email may be directed to mcintireg@cityofboardman.com.  
 
Customers may inquire on matters related to permitting, plan review, or inspection processes 
anytime between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Customers may mail, email, telephone or fax inquiries 

mailto:mcintireg@cityofboardman.com
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of this nature at any time. 
 
Responses to customer inquiries are generally conducted on the same day they are received, but 
typically not later than one business day from receipt.   
 
Customer Service Information 
The jurisdiction of Morrow County covers all areas within Morrow County except the Cities of 
Boardman and Irrigon. 
 
A map of the jurisdictional boundaries is maintained at the public service counter. 
 
Morrow County is a partial-service jurisdiction with the electrical program administered by 
Oregon BCD through its Pendleton office.  Permits for work governed by structural, mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical of 400 amps or less are available through this office.  Electrical permits 
greater than 400 amps are available through BCD Pendleton office. 
 
Notifications 
All notices issued pursuant to OAR 918-020-0070 through 0220 shall be sent to Glenn McIntire, 
Building Official. 
 
Fee Schedules 
The fees charged for plan review and inspection services are available on the City of Boardman 
and Morrow County websites.  Hard copies are available upon request. 

 
PERMITTING STANDARDS 

 
Office Locations 
Morrow County Building Department office is located within Boardman City Hall, 200 City 
Center Circle, Boardman, Oregon.  Permits for work governed by structural, mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical, 400 amps or less, are available through this office.  Electrical permits 
greater than 400 amps are available through BCD Pendleton office, 800 S.E. Emigrant Ave., 
Suite 360, Pendleton, Oregon. 
 
Hours of Operation 
Morrow County Building Inspector and staff maintain office hours from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except holidays.  Pendleton BCD office hours are 8:00 a.m. to noon and 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Permit Application Process 
Applicants for permits are required to provide proof of licensing, registration and certification of 
any person who proposes to engage in any activity regulated by ORS Chapters 446, 447, 455, 
479, 693, and 701.   
 
Certified Plans Examiners are available during normal working hours to provide pre-plan review 
assistance.  Persons making application in-person may have their plans checked for completeness 
prior to submittal.  A checklist of information required for plans to be considered as complete is 
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reviewed with the applicant.  Incomplete plans may be rejected pending additional information.  
Applications that are received by mail are reviewed for completeness within 48 hours.  
Applicants are notified by email, phone, and mail if possible, of any deficiencies in the plans.    
Plans are reviewed in the order that they are received. 
 
For simple one- and two-family dwellings, Morrow County will complete the plan review within 
10 business days or less or will notify applicants of their rights to obtain a plan review from a 
third-party, properly licensed by Building Codes Division of the Department of Consumer and 
Business Services (DCBS).  For complex plans of any occupancy, Morrow County will generally 
complete the plan review within 15-20 business days or notify applicants of their rights to seek 
plan reviews from licensed third-party Plans Examiners.  
 
Permit applications for work regulated by the structural, manufactured dwelling, mechanical, 
plumbing, and electrical codes are issued over-the-counter when possible.  Electrical permit 
applications conform to the State Electrical Permit Standard Form.  Minor labels are issued by 
the State of Oregon and upon notification, are inspected by Morrow County. 
 
Phased Permits 
Phased permitting is allowed for large projects with the prior approval of the Building Official.  
Generally, phased permits would be issued for the foundation, structural shell, interior tenant 
improvements, and sprinkler and fire alarm systems.  Fees are based on the value of the work 
being performed at each phase.  
 
Deferred Submittals 
Deferral of any submittal items must have prior approval of the Building Official.  Deferred 
submittals are those portions of the design that are not submitted at the time of application, but 
are included in the valuation of the project.  The fee for processing deferred submittals will be 
based on an hourly rate.  If the valuation of the construction being considered was not included 
in the original submittal, it will be treated as a phased project. 
 
Alternate One- and Two-Family Dwelling Plan Review Program 
Morrow County will accept construction documents for conventional light frame construction, as 
defined by OAR 918-480-0130 that have been designed, prepared and sealed by an Oregon 
licensed architect or engineer, who is also certified in the State of Oregon as a One- and Two-
Family Plans Examiner without requiring an additional plan review by Morrow County.  The 
administrative charge for processing these construction documents is the same fee charged for all 
pre-reviewed plans received by Morrow County. 
 

PLAN REVIEW STANDARDS 
 
Compliance with Specialty Codes 
Plan review staff is certified by the State of Oregon in all codes administered by Morrow 
County.  The Plans Examiners review and approve structural, mechanical, fire and life safety, 
energy, disabled access, and manufactured dwelling plans.  Plumbing plans are reviewed and 
approved by a certified Plumbing Inspector.  Electrical plans are reviewed and approved by a 
certified Electrical Inspector.  All Inspectors and Plans Examiners have internet access to current 
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interpretive rulings adopted pursuant to ORS 455.060 or ORS 455.475 (2), and review them 
when making decisions. 
 
Availability of Checklists/Brochures 
Residential and commercial building permit application checklists are available at the plan check 
counter.  In addition, procedures and forms are available on the City of Boardman website:  
cityofboardman.com.  
 
Morrow County also offers optional pre-development and pre-construction meetings at no cost to 
the applicant.  Pre-development meetings generally occur prior to completion of the design work 
and provide an opportunity for the applicant to discuss any requested alternate methods or 
materials, request interpretations, and hear a preliminary assessment of the project.  Pre-
construction meetings generally occur in conjunction with the issuance of the permit.  The 
meeting provides an opportunity for the applicant and his/her associates to meet the Inspectors 
and Plans Examiners who will be involved in the project, discuss any unique aspects of the 
project, clarify special inspection requirements, and reach consensus on remaining issues 
identified during the review process. 
 
Complete Plans/Notice to Applicants 
Plans are reviewed at the counter for completeness if delivered in-person, and within three days 
after receiving them by other means.  Whenever possible, plans are approved and permits issued 
at the time of application.  If determined to be a simple residential plan, the plan review will be 
completed in 10 business days or less.  If it appears staff will be unable to meet that time period, 
staff will inform the applicant that he/she has the right to seek a plan review from certain 
individuals licensed by the State of Oregon and acceptable to Morrow County to provide the 
service. 
 
Verification of Stamp By Design Professionals 
Staff verifies that plans are appropriately stamped by a registered design professional and that the 
design professional has a valid license, when required.  Plans failing to meet this requirement are 
not approved until the appropriate stamp is provided.   
 

INSPECTION STANDARDS 
 
Inspection Schedule 
Inspection staff provide inspection services between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. each working day.  
Inspections outside of these hours may be arranged through the Building Official.  
 
Inspection Policies and Procedures 
Inspections requested prior to 7:00 a.m., are normally conducted on the date requested; 
inspection requests received after 7:00 a.m. will be accomplished the following workday unless a 
later date is requested.  Inspection requests that are received after 7:00 a.m. but which are needed 
on the same day requested because of unforeseen issues may be accomplished as requested if 
approved by the Building Official. 
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Approved plans are required to be available on the jobsite unless other arrangements have been 
made with the Inspector. 
 
The Inspector will issue a written report for each inspection.  The report will reflect approval, 
conditional approval, or failure.  A conditional approval allows the work to proceed while 
documented corrections are made and a re-inspection is requested.  In the case of a failed 
inspection, a list of needed corrections is provided in the report.  A copy of the written report is 
left on the jobsite or emailed to the applicant. 
 
Assessment of a Re-Inspection Fee 
In certain circumstances, the Inspector may assess a re-inspection fee for the following 
situations: 
 

• Inspection was requested before the work was ready for inspection. 
• Failure to provide access on the date and time the inspection was requested. 
• Approved plans not readily available on the jobsite. 
• Deviating from the approved plans that require approval by the Building Inspection 

Office. 
• Manufactured Dwelling blocking, installation of temporary or permanent stairs, 

plumbing, electrical and mechanical connections not completed prior to request for 
inspection.  

 
The specific reason is printed on the re-inspection fee notice, and posted on the jobsite or 
emailed to the applicant. 
  
Listing of Inspection Staff 
A roster of the Inspection staff, including current certifications and continuing education records, 
is available to any interested party upon request.  
 
Stop Work Orders 
Morrow County Code of Ordinances Title 10, together with the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between City of Boardman and County, authorizes the Building Official to undertake necessary 
enforcement actions.  
 
The authority to issue stop work orders is the responsibility of the Building Official. 
 

Investigation of Electrical and Plumbing Violations 
All Inspectors conduct random spot checks to verify compliance with plumbing and electrical 
licensing and registration requirements.  In cases of a suspected violation, the Inspector is 
provided the discretion to stop the work and (a) issue a warning, (b) issue a “Citation, Notice of 
Proposed Assessment of Civil Penalty, and First Order of Corrective Action” (on forms supplied 
by the Building Codes Division), (c) complete a “Preliminary Compliance Report”, or (d) 
discuss alternative options as may be available with the Building Official. 
 

Complaints received by Morrow County related to alleged violations of plumbing or electrical 
licensing laws are investigated by the appropriately certified Inspector. 
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Suspension/Revocation 
Morrow County Code of Ordinances Title 10, together with the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between City of Boardman and County, authorizes the Building Official to undertake necessary 
enforcement actions.  
 
Morrow County Title 10 adopts by reference the Oregon Specialty Code which provides 
authority to suspend or revoke permits per Oregon Structural Specialty Code section 105.6 and 
Oregon Residential Specialty Code Section R105.6. 

 
Electrical Inspection Standards 
Electrical inspection standards are set by Oregon BCD Pendleton office. 
 
Process for Response to Reported Code Violations 
Reports of work being performed without permit, in violation of the Morrow County Building 
Code, and/or in violation of ORS 479.550, 479.620, 447.040, 693.030, and 693.040 are accepted 
in-person, email, mail, telephone, or fax.  All reports are investigated by the Inspection staff. 
 
Investigation of Reported Violations 
Reports as described above are investigated to determine whether or not a violation exists.  If no 
violation exists, the case is closed.  If a violation exists, there are several possible actions that 
may be taken by the County, including but not limited to. stop work orders, assessments of 
investigation fees, and/or assessment of a civil penalty. 
 



























































































































































































































































































 
     Public Health Department 

                                                                                                                    
P.O. Box 799 • Heppner OR 97836    Nazario Rivera 
(541) 256-0820      Public Health Director 
           nrivera@co.morrow.or.us 

 
 
TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Nazario Rivera, Public Health Director 
 
DATE:  January 24, 2022 
 
RE:  Morrow County Public Health Department Quarterly Update 
 
Below are the highlights for this past quarter: 
 
General Updates 
We have updated our clinical hours for the Ione clinic. 
 
Revised Clinic Schedule 

• Mondays:  Boardman, 8:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-5:00pm 
• Wednesdays:  Heppner, 8:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-5:00pm 
• Wednesdays:  Ione, 9:30am-11:30am & 12:00pm-3:00pm 

 
COVID-19 Cases

• Cases as of 01/22/2022 
During this quarter we experienced a surge of cases due to the highly 
transmissible omicron variant. Public Health worked with OHA and 
community partners to bring weekly testing to Boardman. These testing 
events continue to happen on a weekly basis. 
 
In the context of widespread community transmission of COVID-19, case 
investigation and contact tracing cannot effectively slow the spread of 
disease. The current and rapidly growing surge of COVID-19 cases driven 
by the Omicron variant has outpaced the capacity of the public health 
system to effectively conduct active case investigation and contact 
tracing. Given the burdens to the entire public health infrastructure and 
the need to pivot resources to higher priority public health measures, 
the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) is adjusting case investigation and 

outreach efforts. OHA will move away from individual investigation and contact tracing calls to focus on 
investigating outbreaks in high-risk settings (congregate care living, food chain, healthcare, and K-12 
settings). 
 

Cases for Morrow 
County   
Boardman 1399 
Irrigon 858 
Heppner 215 
Lexington 56 
Ione 96 
Total 2624 
    
Hospitalized 1 
Deaths 30 



People who have COVID-19 need to self-isolate for 5 days or until 24 hours after fever has passed and 
other symptoms are improving. Then they should continue to wear a well-fitting mask around others for 
5 more days to keep from spreading the virus and making others sick. 
 
Even if people don’t have symptoms or feel sick, they should self-isolate for at least 5 days after they are 
first diagnosed with COVID-19. 
If people test positive they can visit Oregon.gov/positivecovidtest or call 866-917-8881 (toll free) if they 
need assistance.

 
COVID-19 Vaccines
All Oregonians age 5 and older are now eligible for a vaccine in the state. Anyone age 12 and older is 
now able to get a booster as long as they are following the appropriate timeline. 
We are continuing to partner with key partners such as the Oregon Health Authority and local 
healthcare clinics, and local community-based organizations. Booster doses for all three vaccines, Pfizer, 
Moderna, and Johnson and Johnson are now approved.  
 
 
COVID-19 School Response 
Morrow County Health Department has been working closely with Morrow County Schools doing COVID 
surveillance and monitoring in the student and staff populations. There was a significant increase in 
contact tracing within schools.  Morrow County School District nurses were able to assist us in contact 
tracing. The next big push is finding ways we can offer more accessible COVID-19 vaccines to students. 
 
Staffing 
Recent Changes: 

• Clinic Nurse Coordinator 
o We are pleased to have Karla Bedolla join our team as the new clinic nurse. 

Current Vacancies: 
• Maternal & Child Health Home Visiting RN, (Babies First) 

 
Reproductive Health 
We are continuing to work through some additional standing orders from our Health Officer. Our 
Reproductive Health Physician Assistant will not be renewing her contract. We are currently reaching 
out to other providers to try to fill that void.  
 
Electronic Health Record 
We have continued our phased approach with Patagonia. We are having to find new approaches to our 
previous workflow due to the change in platform.  
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