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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

See Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  9:00 a.m. 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on issues not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not already on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable & Payroll Payables 
b. Property Use License with Oregon State University to conduct ATV Safety Youth 

Rider Endorsement classes at the Off-Highway Vehicle Park 
c. Amendment 1 to Oregon Department of Transportation Agreement #35185 
d. Grant Application Letter of Support – Economic Development Administration’s 

Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
e. Law Enforcement Services Agreements with Morrow County School District & 

Ione School District for School Resource Officers 
f. Order No. OR-2021-14:  Appointing Members to the Board of Property Tax 

Appeals 
g. Cattle Guard Permit Application #CG01 from James Kirkpatrick 
h. Cattle Guard Permit Application #CG02 from Colin Anderson 
i. Permit Application #OSG from Windwave Communications to Build in the 

County Right-of-Way 
5. Business Items 

a. Compensation Board Direction Discussion (Lindsay Grogan, Human Resources 
Manager) 

b. Intergovernmental Agreement for the Procurement of Medical Malpractice 
Liability Insurance (Nazario Rivera, Public Health Director) 

c. Morrow County Health Officer Agreement (Nazario Rivera) 
d. Morrow County Command Team Update 
e. Building Project Updates 

6. Department Reports 
a. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott) 
b. Treasurer’s Monthly Report (Jaylene Papineau) 
c. Justice Court Quarterly Report (Judge Glen Diehl) 
d. Veterans Services Office Quarterly Report (Linda Skendzel) 

7. Correspondence  
8. Commissioner Reports 
9. Executive Session:  Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(a) – To consider the employment of a 

public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent  
10. Sign documents 
11. Adjournment 
12. 11:00 a.m. Work Session 

 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets are also available the following Monday. 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the 
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about 
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only: 

• 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-669-900-6833, Meeting ID:  541 676 2546#  
• 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-929-436-2866, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-253-215-8782, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 
• 1-301-715-8592, Meeting ID:  541-676-2546# 

 
Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abD3eWKYVW 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546
https://zoom.us/u/abD3eWKYVW
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AMENDMENT NUMBER 1
ODOT GRANT AGREEMENT NO. 35185

Morrow County

The State of Oregon, acting by and through its Department of Transportation, hereinafter referred 
to as State, and Morrow County, hereinafter referred to as Recipient, entered into an Agreement 
on July 20, 2021. Said Agreement is to secure financial assistance to complete the activities 
described in Exhibit A.

It has now been determined by State and Recipient that the Agreement referenced above, although 
remaining in full force and effect, shall be amended to reallocate funding between projects.
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Morrow County/State of Oregon
Agreement No. 35185
 
This Amendment may be executed in several counterparts (facsimile or otherwise) all of which
when taken together shall constitute one agreement binding on all Parties, notwithstanding
that all Parties are not signatories to the same counterpart. Each copy of this Amendment so
executed shall constitute an original.

THE PARTIES, by execution of this Agreement, hereby acknowledge that their signing
representatives have read this Agreement, understand it, and agree to be bound by its terms
and conditions.

 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW
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Morrow County/State of Oregon
Agreement No. 35185

Morrow County, by and through its

By _______________________________
 (Legally designated representative)

Printed name: Chair Don Russell

Date:  October 13, 2021

By _______________________________

Printed name: Commissioner Jim Doherty

Date:  October 13, 2021

By _______________________________

Printed name: Commissioner Melissa Lindsay 

Date:  October 13, 2021

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

(If required in local process)

By
Recipient's Legal Counsel

Date:  October 13, 2021

Recipient Contact:
Katie Imes
PO Box 495
Heppner, OR 97836
1 (541) 676-5667
kimes@co.morrow.or.us

State Contact:
Arla Miller
555 13th Street NE
Salem, OR 97301-4179
1 (503) 949-5415
Arla.MILLER@odot.state.or.us

State of Oregon, by and through its
Department of Transportation

By
Karyn Criswell
Public Transportation Division Administrator

Date

APPROVAL RECOMMENDED

By Arla Miller

Date 09/08/2021

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY
(For funding over $150,000)

N/A

Signed Agreement Return Address: ODOTPTDReporting@odot.state.or.us

Board of Commissioners
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Revised Exhibit A

Project Description and Budget
 
Project Description/Statement of Work  
 
Project Title: 5310 Morrow County 35185

Item #1: Mobility Management - 5302(a)(1)(L)
 

Total Grant Amount Local Match Match Type(s)
$63,595.00 $57,064.00 $6,531.00 Local

Item #1: Preventive Maintenance
 

Total Grant Amount Local Match Match Type(s)
$47,042.00 $42,211.00 $4,831.00 State Funds

Item #1: Contracted Service (5310 only)
 

Total Grant Amount Local Match Match Type(s)
$25,374.00 $22,768.00 $2,606.00 Local

Sub Total $136,011.00 $122,043.00 $13,968.00
 

Grand Total $136,011.00 $122,043.00 $13,968.00
 

 
1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. Mobility Management

Mobility management is an approach for managing and delivering coordinated transportation
services to customers, including seniors, people with disabilities, and individuals with lower
incomes. 

Eligible mobility management activities include:
- Operating transportation brokerages to coordinate service providers, funding resources, and
customer needs; 
- Coordinating transportation services for seniors, individuals with disabilities, and individuals
with low incomes; 
- Supporting local partnerships that coordinate transportation services; 
- Staffing the development and implementation of coordination plans; 
- Providing travel training and trip planning activities for customers; 
- Developing and operating traveler call centers to coordinate travel information, manage
eligibility requirements, and arrange customer travel; and 
- Planning and implementing the acquisition of intelligent transportation technologies to operate
a coordinated system. 

Reimbursements for this task under Section 5310 shall not exceed $69,064.

B. Preventive Maintenance

This Agreement provides funding for preventive maintenance on vehicles and non-vehicle assets
in the provision of public transportation. Proper maintenance ensures assets are kept in good
condition per manufacturer's recommendations and that safety standards are met. 

Preventive maintenance reimbursed in this Agreement is for assets used in the provision of
public transportation services for the general public, seniors, or individuals with disabilities. This
Agreement does not provide for maintenance on staff vehicles, vehicles used for business of
Recipient, or maintenance vehicles.

Reimbursements for this task under Section 5310 shall not exceed $42,211.

C. Purchased Services

This Agreement provides funding to purchase service to provide public transportation to seniors
and individuals with disabilities, and the general public, in and around Morrow County, Oregon
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and to support the administrative costs required to manage the service contract.

Reimbursements for this task under Section 5310 shall not exceed $10,767.

2. PROJECT DELIVERABLES, TASKS and PERFORMANCE MEASURES

A. Mobility Management

Mobility management projects include planning, training, and management activities for
improving coordination among public transportation service providers, including human service
agencies and private providers. These projects build coordination among existing public
transportation agencies and increase service options that would not otherwise be available for
seniors, people experiencing disabilities, and other riders of public transportation.

Recipient will provide call center services and travel orientation targeted to seniors and
individuals with disabilities residing in Morrow County, Oregon. Funds will support staff serving
as dispatch, travel trainer and mobility manager. The staff in these positions will provide travel
training and orientation targeted to seniors, individuals with disabilities, and the general public. 

Recipient will conduct travel training with a goal of removing barriers and allowing seniors to
age in place and maintain independence.  This task shall include one-on-one travel training
and at least one targeted community outreach campaign. The goals of this task are to improve
access to transportation by providing supportive education in a safe environment and to improve
coordination of transportation resources.

The following measure is established to evaluate the effectiveness of the project over the
Agreement period:  

Number of customer contacts served by Mobility Management Program: 9,000

Recipient will oversee and monitor the services and performance of any consultants or
contractors used in the project.  

B. Preventive Maintenance

Recipient will complete all preventive maintenance tasks prior to the expiration date of this
Agreement. 

Preventive maintenance expenses include activities, supplies, materials, labor, services, and
associated costs required to preserve or extend the functionality and serviceability of the asset
in a cost effective manner. Preventive maintenance includes, but is not limited to the following:
oil changes; engine tune-ups; tire purchases; tire maintenance; annual vehicle inspections;
scheduled or routine maintenance; and associated parts, supplies, and labor. 

Preventive maintenance under this Agreement does not include repairs resulting from motor
vehicle accidents covered by insurance, repairs on vehicles or components under warranty, or
repairs which are paid for in other agreements or contracts.

Recipient must provide to State, upon request, a plan for scheduled preventive maintenance.
Reimbursement requests must match the activities or purchases described in Recipient's plan. 

A major component replacement (such as an engine or transmission), that keeps an asset within
useful life (overhaul), or extends the useful life (rebuild) may be eligible for reimbursement
under this Agreement, pending verification of conformance to Recipient's adopted maintenance
plan and requirements detailed in Federal Transit Administration Circular 5010.1E (Award
Management Requirements), Chapter IV. 

Overhaul is performed as a planned or concentrated preventive maintenance activity and is
intended to enable the vehicle to perform to the end of the original useful life. A vehicle must
meet at least 40 percent of its useful life to be considered for an overhaul. Recipient must obtain
pre-approval from State prior to any vehicle overhaul. Vehicle rebuilds must extend the useful
life of the vehicle by at least four years. 
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If local circumstances change, for example, vehicle type or asset disposition, Recipient's
maintenance plan must be updated to reflect that change.

C. Purchased Services

The contracted service will be provided by a contractor selected by Recipient, and will be
designed to benefit seniors and individuals with disabilities, and may also be made available to
the general public. Recipient shall conduct procurements for purchased public transportation
services following federally required procurement processes and provide State with a copy upon
request.

The service, schedule, days, hours, and service type will be designed to meet the needs of
seniors and individuals with disabilities as determined by Recipient in consultation with the
operator of service, the affected community members, and stakeholders identified by Recipient. 

Services funded under Section 5310 "Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with
Disabilities Program" will be provided in accordance with the locally adopted Coordinated Public
Transit Human Services Transportation Plan (Coordinated Plan). Recipient and contractor will
coordinate the delivery of transportation services with other public and private transportation
providers to enhance regional services and to avoid duplication of services. Coordinated service
may be made available to a variety of potential users, including the general public. 

Recipient may amend the service design at any time in accordance with local demand, funding
issues, changes in the Coordinated Plan, or other situations that require service to be changed.
Recipient will inform State if there is a change in the service funded by this Agreement.  Service
changes should occur in adherence with federal guidance outlined in Title VI Circular 4702.1B. 

Recipient will market the services in an inclusive and culturally appropriate manner.

Recipient is encouraged to set realistic goals and establish measurable outcomes. Progress
meeting established goals and outcomes can be shared in Recipient's Agency Periodic Report
(APR).  

Recipient will oversee and monitor the services and performance of the contractor or pass-
through subrecipient.

The following performance measure will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the project.  

A ridership goal is established for this project as follows. 

One-Way Rides for the biennium of fiscal years 2022 and 2023: 3,200
Unduplicated Riders for the biennium of fiscal years 2022 and 2023: 75

Ridership is defined as the actual or estimated one-way passenger trips provided to seniors and
individuals with disabilities. A passenger trip is a unit of service counted each time a passenger
enters a vehicle, is transported, then exits the vehicle. Each unique destination constitutes a
passenger trip. 

3. PROJECT ACCOUNTING, MATCHING FUNDING and SPENDING PLAN

This Agreement covers contracted public transportation provision, as defined under the 49 USC
Section 5310 program, as described in Circular 9070.1G, Section III-14-e. 

Generally accepted accounting principles and the Recipient's accounting system determine
those costs that are to be accounted for as gross operating expenses. Recipient may not
count the same costs twice if they have multiple agreements for which these costs may be
eligible. The service provider may use capital equipment funded under USDOT- or State-source
agreements when performing services rendered through a contract or subagreement funded by
this Agreement. Depreciation of capital equipment funded from USDOT- or State-source grants is
not an eligible expense. 
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Sources of funding that may be used as Recipient's matching funds for this Agreement include
local funds; Statewide Transportation Improvement Formula Funds; Special Transportation
Formula Funds; service contract revenue, advertisement and other earned income; cash
donations; and verifiable in-kind contributions integral to the project budget. In-kind
contributions claimed as matching funding must be reported to State. Recipient may not use
passenger fares as matching funding. 

Recipient will subtract revenue from fares, tickets and passes whether pre-paid or post-paid,
from the gross operating expense of the service. Administrative expenses incurred by the
contractor or pass-through subrecipient are reimbursable as operating expenses. State's
obligation to reimburse Project costs is contingent upon Recipient first paying or otherwise
contributing its minimum match amount set forth in this Exhibit A.    

Recipient may not use assets acquired under this Agreement to compete unfairly with the private
sector. 

Eligible mobility management expenses are administrative or planning costs to develop new
projects and do not include capital costs other than durable equipment, supplies, or the cost of
operating public transportation services. Incidental durable equipment is an eligible expense up
to $4,999 of the total project cost. 

4.  REPORTING AND INVOICING REQUIREMENTS 

Recipient will request reimbursement for covered expenses incurred during each period as
prescribed by State. Copies of invoices must be submitted for all vendor charges. In-house
charges must be documented showing time specifically associated with the project.

A. Mobility Management
Recipient will provide a quarterly narrative progress report and a fiscal report in addition to the
regular quarterly report required by State. This report will be attached to the quarterly agency
periodic report.  For each task, Recipient will report:

a. The task status, including any issues encountered and the planned resolution;
b. Hours expended on the tasks to date
c. The cost for each task;  and 
d. The percentage of completion. 

Task costs will specify labor and non-labor expenses including staff travel and professional
consultant expenses, as applicable. Labor expenses shall be reported as an hourly labor rate
multiplied by the number of hours expended to date on the task. 

B. Preventive Maintenance

Recipient will request reimbursement for covered expenses incurred during each period
as prescribed by State and described in Recipient's preventive maintenance plan for this
Agreement. Recipient must maintain and provide supporting documents detailing the total
expenses for allowable maintenance activities incurred during the period. Recipient may list costs
on a form provided by State, or provide vendor invoices. 

C. Purchased Services

Recipient will request reimbursement for covered expenses incurred during each period as
prescribed by State. Copies of invoices must be submitted for all vendor charges. Invoices from
purchase service contractors should be attached to each reimbursement request and show a
breakdown of expenses, a description of the service provided (hours, rate, quantity of service),
the date(s) of the service, and other relevant service performance information. In-house charges
must be documented showing time specifically associated with the project. 

In addition, Recipient must provide a summary of the work performed pursuant to this
agreement in its APR. Photographs of public transit, and related operations, are encouraged to
memorialize the achievement of project deliverables.
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           Board of Commissioners 
 
P.O. Box 788 • Heppner, OR 97836                     Commissioner Don Russell, Chair 
541-676-5613                        Commissioner Jim Doherty 
www.co.morrow.or.us                    Commissioner Melissa Lindsay 
 

October 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Gina M. Raimondo, Secretary   
U.S. Department of Commerce   
Herbert Clark Hoover Building, 1401 Constitution Avenue N.W.   
Washington, D.C. 20230   
   
Regarding applicant: Mid-Columbia Economic Development District, OR & WA 
In cooperation with: The Columbia River Ag Technology Coalition   
Initiative name:   Ag Technology Industry Cluster Initiative 
Funding Opportunity No.:  EDA-HDQ-ARPBBB-2021-2006976   
Funding Opportunity Title:  FY 2021 American Rescue Plan Act Build Back Better 

Regional Challenge, Department of Commerce   
   
Dear Secretary Raimondo, 
 
Morrow County is pleased to be a partner in the proposed Build Back Better Regional Grant 
project application, together with our neighboring counties to the east, west and north.   Morrow 
County shares many of the same socioeconomic challenges faced by our neighboring counties, 
particularly during the COVID Pandemic.  Morrow County has many unique agriculture related 
attributes that we seek to develop as part of the regional project.  
  
In 2020, Portland General Electric permanently closed the Boardman Coal Plant, leaving a 
significant gap in property tax revenue, as well as, a loss of family wage jobs.  Retirement of the 
coal plant is underway.  We recognize that general fund revenue and jobs will never be replaced. 
 
As a member of the Columbia River Ag Technology Coalition, Morrow County supports the 
Coalition’s initiative to grow the ag technology industry within our region, and we support Mid-
Columbia Economic Development District’s (MCEDD) application to the U.S. Department of 
Commerce for the 2021 Build Back Better Regional Challenge in support of that initiative.  
Representatives from our organization have read the application and are committed to executing 
the component project(s) they have developed. 
 
The initiative intends to grow the ag technology industry through investments in workforce 
development, entrepreneurial programs, infrastructure, and planning work to identify and address 
key challenges in agricultural production through development of innovative, technology-based 
solutions.  The Coalition is comprised of partners representing community colleges, universities, 
research institutions, economic development organizations, local government (including a 
designated coal community), and Tribal partners. 
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The goals for this initiative include: 
 

● Grow existing and support the establishment of new ag technology businesses, attract 
private investment and create new, well-paying jobs  

● Develop workforce programs that support ag technology industry growth, including new 
career pathway programs for agricultural workers  

● Commercialize new technologies developed by university partners and facilitate 
integration into production agriculture 

● Yield growth and more efficient use of inputs for ag producers through adoption of new 
technologies, resulting in more profitable and sustainable farms 

 
Specific resources Morrow County brings to the coalition include the Lexington Airport, which 
historically has served private aircraft and agricultural aerial applicators for farms and is 
evolving into a multi-purpose airport with unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and other 
innovative technology.  Morrow County is home to the largest inland port, the Port of Morrow, 
and the largest dairy in the Pacific Northwest, Threemile Canyon Farms, and all three 
organizations work in concert to support agriculture programs.   
 
Our organization endorses MCEDD’s application to the Build Back Better Regional Challenge 
program in support of the Columbia Basin Ag Technology Coalition. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________  __________________  __________________ 
Don Russell    Jim Doherty    Melissa Lindsay 
Chair     Commissioner    Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc:  Mr. Wes Cochran, Oregon EDA Administrator 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MORROW COUNTY, OREGON 

 
 
 

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTING        ) 
MEMBERS TO THE MORROW COUNTY  ) ORDER NO:  OR-2021-14 
BOARD OF PROPERTY TAX APPEALS  ) 
 
 
THIS MATTER came before the Morrow County Board of Commissioners at its regular 
public meeting on October 13, 2021 to consider the appointment of members to the 
Morrow County Board of Property Tax Appeals 2021-2022; and 
 
IT APPEARING to the Board that it is authorized by ORS 309.067 to appoint persons to 
the pool of members for the Morrow County Board of Property Tax Appeals and to 
appoint the Chairperson for the board, and that appears that Ed Rollins and David Sykes 
are non-office-holding residents of Morrow County; and Don Russell as the Governing 
Body representative; now, therefore, 
 
IT IS ORDERED that Don Russell be appointed as a member of the County Governing 
Body Pool.  Ed Rollins, David Sykes to be appointed as members of the Non-Office-
Holding Pool, and the Chairperson Pool.  The terms shall begin on October 15, 2021 and 
end June 30, 2022, or until their successors shall be appointed by the Board of 
Commissioners; and further that Don Russell is appointed as the Chairperson of the 
Morrow County Board of Property Tax Appeals until June 30, 2022. 
 
 

MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MORROW COUNTY, OREGON 

 
  

___________________________________ 
Don Russell, Chair 

  
___________________________________ 

Jim Doherty, Commissioner 
 

___________________________________ 
Melissa Lindsay, Commissioner 

 
 
 
 













































































    
 
MEMORANDUM 
To:  Morrow County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director 
CC:  Planning Commission 
BOC Date: October 13, 2021  
RE:  Monthly Planning Update 
 
Planning Commission Update 
In September, Planning Commission approved a land partition and replat application and continued a Land Use 
Decision to the October meeting.  Staff presented a summary of land use legislation from the 2021 session and 
Commission had preliminary discussion about implementation of Senate Bill 861 which allows Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADU’s) in certain residential zones.   
 
Current Planning Activity September 2021: 

• Zoning Permits – 8 
• Land Use Compatibility Reviews – 3 
• Land Use Decisions – 4 
• Administrative Land Use Decision - 1 
• Hardship Dwelling - 1 
• Property Line Adjustments – 1 
• Land Partitions / Replat - 1 
• Rural Addresses – 3 

 

Long Range Planning  
 
Transportation System Plan  Transit section update of the County Transportation System Plan (TSP) should 
be complete in October.  Adoption of the update to amend the TSP will begin in November. The current TSP is 
on the website here: 
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/12211/tsp_complete_document 
 
Columbia River Heritage Trail 
With the assistance of Irrigon High School student intern Anthony Standley, Planning Department is 
assembling a detailed inventory of trail markers.  The inventory will allow county staff and public agency 
landowners to determine which trail markers need to be replaced.  The report will be presented in late Fall or 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/12211/tsp_complete_document


early winter to interested stakeholders.   Persons interested in the Heritage Trail are encouraged to contact the 
Planning Department. 
 
Energy Projects 
Two planners joined Board of Commissioners, developers and State of Oregon staff for a tour of the new 
Wheatridge Solar Project under construction at the intersection of Bombing Range Road and Highway 207.  
The tour was hosted by the state in part to address concerns about the construction impacts. 
 
Status of renewable energy projects in Morrow County can be found here:   
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/renewable-energy-1 
 
Code Enforcement 
Code Enforcement activity continues to be steady.  Several long-standing code violations were processed in 
Justice Court this month.   Code Enforcement Ordinance is posted on the Planning Department website here:  
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/code-enforcement  

Grants Round Up: 

State Technical Assistance (TA) Grant Program   
Staff submitted an application on behalf of the Cities of Ione, Lexington and Heppner.  If funded, the 
grant project would provide the technical background to help the cities update their Comprehensive 
Plans to address Statewide Planning Goal 9 Economic Development, update their inventory of lands 
zoned commercial and industrial and, develop strategies for growth.  According to State of Oregon land 
use planning program, each city is required to have a 20-year supply of employment lands, otherwise 
known as commercial and industrial lands.  This project, in part, would help ensure the cities comply 
with the land inventory requirement. Letters of support from each city, the Port of Morrow and the 
Willow Creek Valley Economic Development Group were included.  Award decisions should be made 
in November. 
 
Housing Planning Grant – AWARDED! 
Planning Department received notice of award for the regional housing grant from the Department of 
Land Conservation and Development (DLCD).  A consultant will begin work in early November.   
Anyone interested in the topic of housing in the Cities of Ione, Lexington and Heppner are encouraged 
to contact the County Planning Department.  This grant project will include a variety of options for 
persons to be involved.  Please contact Planning Department if you are interested or would like to see 
the grant Scope of Work.  

 
Economic Development Assistance Grants – Coal Communities 
Staff continues to provide capacity to Commissioners looking into opportunities for federal Economic 
Development Association (EDA) funding.   The federal EDA funds this year have a large set-aside for 
communities impacted by the closure of coal plants which certainly includes Morrow County.  

 
Other Projects: 
Ione Wastewater Project Staff continue to participate in monthly calls with city officials to discuss a future wastewater 
system for the town.  Together with the new Emergency Manager Paul Gray, staff are researching funding opportunities.  

Building Inspection Program 
Planning staff and County Administrator are evaluating possible changes to the program.  
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/renewable-energy-1
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/planning/page/code-enforcement


Legislative Update:  A summary of land use and related bills from 2021 Legislative Session was presented to 
Planning Commission on September 28th.  The legislative summary begins on page 43 of the September 
Planning Commission packet.    
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/packets/15698/p
acket_without_minutes_09172021_-_copy.pdf 
 
Planning Trivia Question of the Month:  
Are commercial trucks allowed in the Rural Residential Zones?  If yes, is there a limit on the number a 
landowner may park on a single parcel? 
 
Answers to last month’s trivia questions.   
Morrow County Zoning Ordinance Section 4.110 includes Minimum Standards for a Manufactured Home on 
Individual Lots or Parcels.  That section of the code was updated in 2006 for both mobile homes in farm zones 
and in rural residential zones.  A Variance application may be made to permit homes manufactured more than 
10 years prior to the date of filing a land use application.  
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/packets/15698/packet_without_minutes_09172021_-_copy.pdf
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/packets/15698/packet_without_minutes_09172021_-_copy.pdf
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