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MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bartholomew Building Upper Conference Room 
110 N. Court St., Heppner, Oregon 

Zoom Meeting Information on Page 2 
AMENDED 

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance - 9:00 a.m. 
2. City/Citizen Comments:  Individuals may address the Board on topics not on the agenda 
3. Open Agenda:  The Board may introduce subjects not on the agenda 
4. Consent Calendar 

a. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll Payables 
b. Minutes:  December 2nd, December 9th  
c. Correction of Road Committee Appointment Term Dates  
d. Application for Tax Refund 

5. Legislative Updates 
6. Business Items 

a. Update on the Disbursement of the Business Oregon Small Business Relief Fund 
(Susan Christensen, Greater Eastern Oregon Development Corporation) 

b. Permit Requests (Blake Lawrence, Windwave) 
c. Draft Memorandum of Understanding with Morrow County School Districts 

regarding the Wheatridge Project Strategic Investment Program Agreement 
(Richard Tovey, County Counsel) 

d. Morrow County Internship Program (Lindsay Grogan, Human Resources)  
e. Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Requests by Departments (Lindsay Grogan) 
f. Agreement between Morrow County and the Columbia Development Authority 

on Protection of the Oregon Trail Site (Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director) 
g. Emergency Operations Center Update 
h. Building Projects Update 

i. Sheriff Station 2 Project – Partition Plat  
7. Department Reports  

a. Treasurer’s Monthly Report (Jaylene Papineau) 
b. Community Development Department Monthly Report (Gregg Zody) 
c. Planning Department Monthly Report (Tamra Mabbott) 
d. Weed Department Quarterly Report (Dave Pranger) 
e. Finance Department Quarterly Report (Kate Knop) 

8. Correspondence 
9. Commissioner Reports 
10. Executive Session:  Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e) – To conduct deliberations with 

persons designated by the governing body to negotiate real property transactions 
11. Signing of documents 
12. Adjourn 

 
Agendas are available every Friday on our website (www.co.morrow.or.us/boc under 
“Upcoming Events”).  Meeting Packets can also be found the following Monday. 
 

http://www.co.morrow.or.us/boc
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The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the 
hearing impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at 
least 48 hours before the meeting to Roberta Lutcher at (541) 676-5613. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 192.640, this agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting; however, the Board may consider additional subjects as well. This 
meeting is open to the public and interested citizens are invited to attend. Executive sessions are 
closed to the public; however, with few exceptions and under specific guidelines, are open to the 
media. The Board may recess for lunch depending on the anticipated length of the meeting and 
the topics on the agenda. If you have anything that needs to be on the agenda, please notify the  
Board office before noon of the preceding Friday.  If something urgent comes up after this 
publication deadline, please notify the office as soon as possible. If you have any questions about  
items listed on the agenda, please contact Darrell J. Green, County Administrator at (541) 676-
2529. 
 

Zoom Meeting Information 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/5416762546  PASSWORD:  97836 Meeting ID: 541-676-2546 
 
Zoom Call-In Numbers for Audio Only Using Meeting ID 541-676-2546#: 

• 1-346-248-7799 
• 1-669-900-6833  
• 1-312-626-6799 

• 1-929-436-2866 
• 1-253-215-8782 
• 1-301-715-8592 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/5416762546






















































































































































AGENDA ITEM FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING      (   )  Discussion only 
                                                                                                 ( X )  Action 

FROM (DEPT/ DIVISION):    County Counsel 

SUBJECT:      CDA Resolution         

Background:   

It has been requested that the Board document its 
in support of Umatilla County assuming the 
oversight of the historical 1944 explosion site on 
the depot  resolution after CDA acquisition.   This 
would include assuming responsibility for the 
perpetual maintenance, protection and preservation 
of the site.      

Requested Action:    

Adopt Order No. BCC2021-016     

ATTACHMENTS:       Background Information; Draft resolution 

************For Internal Use Only************ 
Checkoffs:  
(          )  Dept. Heard (copy)                                               To be notified of Meeting: 
(          )  Human Resources (copy)  
(          )  Fiscal 
(    X   )  Legal (copy)                                                          Needed at Meeting: 
(          )  (Other -  List:) 

******************************************************* 

Scheduled for meeting on:       February 3, 2021 

Action taken:  

******************************************************* 
Follow-up: 











THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF UMATILLA COUNTY

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of Authorizing     )
County to Maintain and Preserve  )    Order No. BCC2021-017
1944 Umatilla Chemical Depot     )
Igloo Accident Site              )

WHEREAS, the Columbia Development Authority ("CDA"), the Board
of Directors of which is comprised of representatives of Morrow
County, Port of Morrow, Umatilla County, Port of Umatilla, and the
Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reservation, intends to
acquire certain real property (the "CDA Acquisition") commonly
known as the Umatilla Chemical Depot (the "UMCD") from the United
States Department of the Army (the "Army"), a portion of which is
located in Umatilla County, Oregon (such portion, the "Umatilla
Property"); 

WHEREAS, the CDA is a party to that certain Programmatic
Agreement (the "Programmatic Agreement") dated December 2013, by
and among CDA, the Army, the Oregon State Historic Preservation
Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; 

WHEREAS as a condition to the CDA Acquisition, CDA will enter
into an Amendment to the Programmatic Agreement (the "PA
Amendment"); 

WHEREAS under Section (E)2 of the PA Amendment, a portion of
the Umatilla Property commonly referred to in the PA Amendment as
the "1944 UMCD Igloo Accident Site" is required to be maintained,
protected and preserved, in perpetuity, from and after the CDA
Acquisition; 

WHEREAS the CDA Acquisition and the subsequent development of
the Umatilla Property, together with the preservation of the 1944
UMCD Igloo Accident Site in perpetuity, will benefit Umatilla
County economically and culturally; 

WHEREAS in order to satisfy the conditions precedent to the
CDA Acquisition, facilitate the development of the Umatilla
Property by CDA and other third parties following the CDA
Acquisition, and to maintain the 1944 UMCD Igloo Accident Site as
a site of historical and cultural significance, Umatilla County
desires to assume responsibility for the perpetual maintenance,
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protection and preservation of the 1944 UMCD Igloo Accident Site,
in accordance with Section (E)2 of the PA Amendment.

     NOW THEREFORE, the Umatilla County Board of Commissioners
orders and resolves that from and after the CDA Acquisition,
Umatilla County shall maintain, protect and preserve the 1944 UMCD
Igloo Accident Site, in accordance with the terms and provisions of
Section (E)2 of the PA Amendment.

DATED this 3rd day of February, 2021.

UMATILLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

George L. Murdock, Chair       

John M. Shafer, Commissioner

Daniel N. Dorran, Commissioner 

ATTEST:
OFFICE OF COUNTY RECORDS

Records Officer

Order No. BCC2021-017 - Page 2 of 2























  
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
To:  Morrow County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tamra Mabbott, Planning Director 
BOC Date: February 10, 2021  
RE:  Monthly Planning Update 
 
 
Planning Commission Update 
Planning Commission approved eight applications at their January 19th meeting.  With some 
great preparation and team work, all eight items were covered in just over an hour!  
 
Planning Commission meeting materials are posted on the Department website one week prior 
to the meeting.  Commission typically meets the last Tuesday of the month.  Here is the 2021 
calendar.  https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28   Visitors are 
welcome.  And with our virtual meetings it is very convenient.     
 
Current Planning Activity January 2021: 

• Zoning Permits            9 
• Land Use Compatibility (LUCS Review)             6 
• Rural Address              1   
• Land Use Decisions      2 
• Conditional Use Permits                     1 
• Variance                     1 
• Research/Public Records Request   1 

 
Totals for 2020 

• Zoning Permits            132 
• Land Use Compatibility (LUCS Review)              80 
• Rural Address               28 
• Land Use Decisions         6 
• Farm Ag. Exempt           9 
• Conditional Use Permits                                   7 
• Variances                      4 
• Land Partitions, PLA, replats     20 
• Amendments                 1 
• Appeals         2 
• Zone Change/Plan Amendments           3 
• Research (FOIA) records request          2 

 
 

https://www.co.morrow.or.us/calendar?field_microsite_tid_1=28


Long Range Planning 
In January staff initiated the process to update the Housing Element of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  This will accompany the new Rural Residential 10-acre zone.  The 
County Plan Housing 
 
Energy Projects 
Several new and renewed/amended energy projects are in the process. Majority of staff work 
with these projects is not reflected in the permit summary. See attached summary of all 
renewable projects in Morrow County to date.   
 
Code Enforcement 
Code Enforcement activity is on the rise.  Sheriff Deputy Oscar Madrigal gave the Planning 
Director a tour of the long-standing cases in and around the Irrigon and Boardman area.  Many 
of the properties in violation have solid waste and junk/abandoned vehicles. Staff is preparing 
an update to the Code Enforcement with a focus on clarifying definition and process for 
abatement of junk vehicles.  The draft proposed changes will allow a landowner to keep two or 
three project vehicles.  
 
Other Projects: 
Stephanie Case, Planner II completed an update to Section 9 of the Zoning Ordinance.   Of note 
this update will allow the Planning Department to streamline certain applications.  Stephanie is 
now working on an update to the Subdivision Ordinance and has spent time coordinating 
comments of the County Assessor and County Surveyor.  These too will result in a streamlined 
process for land partitions as well as including technical and legal updates.  
 
Website and GIS Mapping 
Updates to the website continue.  The biggest change is the new interactive zoning map 
(excluding links to Assessors’ Office real query).  Check out the website!   
 
https://morrow-co-
or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23 
 
And a terrific tutorial: 
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/15251/interactive_
map_tutorial.pdf  
 
Excellent work Stephen Wrecsics!  
 
Planning Trivia Question of the Month: 
Who was the first Planning Director in Morrow County?   
 
Answers to last month’s trivia questions.    
How many total acres are in Morrow County? 1,321,600 
What percentage of total acreage is classified as “urban” or within a city limit boundary?  
Approximately 2,400 acres, less than 1%.  Note, this does not include port industrial property 
that has a Plan and Zone designation that allows for “urban” density.   

https://morrow-co-or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23
https://morrow-co-or.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c24654713b7d424f968c11b9c9e43a23
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/15251/interactive_map_tutorial.pdf
https://www.co.morrow.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/15251/interactive_map_tutorial.pdf


WIND Capacity Facility Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Wheatridge I 100 MW Operating PGE Ownership

Wheatridge II 550 MW Operating Under Review to split as: WREF II (200 MW Wind); 
WREFIII (150 MW solar); WREFE (200 MW wind) CUP-N-328 (2018) RFAComment Letter submitted to EFSC 28OCT2020

Shepherds Flat Central 290 MW Operating 2 Turbine Repower 2020 CUP-N-279 (2010) Comment Letters Submitted to EFSC
Shepherds Flat South 290 MW Operating Repower Pending (January 2023) CUP-N-278 (2010) Comment Letters Submitted to EFSC
Heppner Wind 500 MW Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed
Saddle Butte Wind 399 MW Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed

SOLAR Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Boardman Solar 75 MW EFSC Approved Construction Pending, T Line is in Gilliam Co. CUP-N-333 (2018) CUP Expires 17NOV2020
Wheatridge III 150 MW EFSC Approved Construction pending local permits. Pending (Not Submitted) CUP Under Local Review.
Wagon Trail Solar 500 MW Proposed/Pending NextEra, new project, a subsidiary to Wheatridge. Pending (Not Submitted) County notifying adj. landowners of NOI.

TRANSMISSION Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Boardman to Hemingway 300-mile, 500 kV Proposed In Contested Case (64 Petitioners) Pending Waiting on Contested Case Outcome
Cascade Crossing 121-mile, 500kV Terminated N/A N/A No Action Needed

GENERATING FACILITY Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Carty Generating Facility 50 MW Solar 400 MW Natural Gas Under EFSC Review/Operating RFA2 incorportates existing BCP facility components. CUP-N-307 (2013) Notice of Proposed Order of RFA2 issued 12NOV20
Boardman Coal Plant 550 MW Decommissioning T Line in Gilliam Co. Pre-dates Planning? No Action Needed
Columbia Ethanol Project 44 MGPY Temporarily Shut Down N/A No Action Needed

WIND Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Orchard Wind 40 MW Construction Construction delays due to COVID-19 CUP-N-324 (2016) Extension granted 2019 Construction Phase (Est. DEC complete date)
Echo Wind South 60 MW Operating CUP-N-251 (2008) No Action Needed
Threemile Turbines 15 MW Operating First operational turbines in Morrow County CUP-N-234 (2006) No Action Needed
Elle Butte 104 MW Permitted, Never Built CUP-N-291 (2011) No Action Needed
Butter Creek 40 MW Permitted, Never Built CUP-N-285 (2010) No Action Needed
Mariah Wind 20 MW Permitted, Never Built CUP-N-290 (2011) No Action Needed
Willow Creek Wind 50 MW Permitted, LUBA Remand CUP-N-213 (2005) No Action Needed

SOLAR Capacity Status Notes Local Permits Issued Local Permit Status
Harp Solar 10 MW Permitted Project sold to Avangrid Renewables.  One Energy. CUP-N-331 (2018) Extension Request Granted
Tower Road Proposed Not Permitted Application Pending
Stark Solar 10 MW Withdrawn CUP-N-332-18 No Action Needed
Columbia Solar 20 MW Withdrawn CUP-N-343-20 No Action Needed
Trail Solar 160 MW Proposed OneEnergy. Proposed, pending application.

EFSC Permitted

Locally Permitted

Energy Projects in Morrow County

As of: 07 January 2021 U:\rlutcher\2021 MEETING DOCUMENTS FOLDER\2-10-21\Copy of Morrow County Energy Project List.xlsx
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